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not concern her. Theo shut the door, leaving Thumbelina
outside. He turned upon Mrs. Longbottom, and said:
"Whether you came here to say anything or not, you've
managed to say a good deal You've made the foulest
possible charge against this lady. You could go to prison
for half youVe said. Do you realise that ? "

Mrs. Longbottom grinned at the high peremptory tone.
" Ay/' she said, " go to prison, where her old man is. That's
another thing. I won't have my poor child in no gaol-bird's
house. You let me make my Sarah pack up and get out
of this. You got no right to keep me here."

She made towards the door, but Theo stood leaning

against it. "I want to know-----" he began: but Elsie

interrupted. She got up and faced in to the room. " For
God's sake," she said wearily, " end all this. You do know.
There is nothing else for you to know."

The words released a spate from Mrs. Longbottom.
" There I " she crowed. " You hear that ? You poor bloody
fool of a parson. Everybody all over Levenshulme knows it
except you. I was a poor innocent woman when I came
into this district, and how could I know till this very day
when they begin twittin' me in the Bull ? And don't you
call me drunken neither. A woman who works as hard as
I do to make a home for her child, she's entitled I hope to
keep her strength up. Well, there was I, and those women
just discovering where my poor Sarah was working and
sniggering and tittering and asking whether my Sarah wasn't
a bit young for it. Fair flummoxed and baffled I was, I can
tell you, about what they was hinting at, till one of 'em
comes right out with it and asks me didn't I know Elsie
Dillworth had been on the knock ? Christ! You couldVe
pushed me over! I didn't have the strength to blow the
froth off a pint I was that taken aback. And what could a
mother do then, I ask you, but come an' take her lamb into
safety ? "

Elsie spoke again. "All right," she said. "Take her.
Take her and for God's sake go/'

Theo stood away from the door, and Mrs. Longbottom
rushed through it, shouting; " Sarah I Come on now. Pack
your box*"

There was no answer. Theo and Elsie stood there,
without words, listening to the brazen voice and the heavy
feet. They heard her trampling through the house, upstairs